FORMAT FOR SCIENCE FAIR “REVIEW OF LITERATURE” 

Due 11/30/15 by 10:00 p.m. to www.turnitin.com
First Paragraph: Introduction

· Tell what your science fair topic and purpose of experiment is going to be.
For example: The purpose of this science fair experiment was to discover which plant grows best under certain conditions. In order to better understand the experiment, research was done on the process of photosynthesis.

· Discuss the “subtopics” that go along with your science fair topic
For example: If you are researching with fertilizer best grows plants, then I should see sections of your paper that talk about how plants grow, what chemicals are the fertilizer made of and how do they make plants grow, and information about the plants you are using.
· Write a conclusion sentence that summarizes the most important fact that you learned from your research.
For example: The research led the reader to the basic conclusion that plants must have light in order to complete the process of photosynthesis.

Second Paragraph: First Subtopic
· Use your notes and research in your science fair log book to summarize the information you found for this subtopic.
Provide as much information about this subtopic that will highlight and shed information on your science fair topic.  Remember that if you write any information word-for-word, you must put it in direct quotes. You should have at least three facts from each source!
· End the paragraph with a concluding sentence that summarizes the information you got from this source.
Third Paragraph: Second Subtopic
· Follow the above process to write the information from your second source.
Fourth Paragraph: Third Subtopic
· Follow the above process to write the information from your third source.
Continue until you have reviewed at least 5 credible sources.
Final Paragraph: Conclusion

· Write a sentence or two that summarizes the overall facts and information you gathered from your research.

For example: Overall, the research indicated the importance of genetics in determining the eye color of children.

· Explain a fact that you found surprising or interesting.

For example: One of the most interesting things learned in the research on starfish was the concept of regeneration. When a starfish loses an arm through an accident or disease, it will grow one back.
· Explain how you think this information will affect your hypothesis.
For example: Knowing this information will affect the science fair project because the reader now knows that the controlled variable needs to be the same length of time in each testing situation.

· Write a conclusion sentence that explains the value of doing this research of literature before continuing with your science fair project.
For example: Researching and reviewing these three sources gave the exhibitor a much better understanding of simple machines. This knowledge will help the exhibitor to complete a more successful science fair project.  

Science Fair “Review of Literature” Guidelines

· I should see nowhere in your paper the steps you are going to take to perform your experiment.  This paper is about the research on your topic, not how you are going to do the experiment.  

· The use of the 1st person "I" or "We" should be avoided whenever possible
· You should use at least three different types of resources, but have at least 5 sources. Example: one Internet, one book, one journal article.  Internet resources may come from .edu, .gov, or .org.  These are the most reputable.   

· For every fact or picture in your research paper you should follow it with a citation telling the reader where you found the information. A citation is just the name of the author and the date of the publication placed in parentheses like this: (Author, date). This is called a reference citation when using APA format and parenthetical reference when using the MLA format. Its purpose is to document a source briefly, clearly, and accurately. 

· If you copy text from one of your sources, then place it in quotation marks in addition to following it with a citation. Be sure you understand and avoid plagiarism! Do not copy another person's work and call it your own. Always give credit where credit is due! NO PLAGIARISM ALLOWED
· You must include your bibliography in APA format.  Use the citation builder link on the Honors Project page at http://msrobbinspnhs.weebly.com/honors-project-information.html 
Submitting your paper:

You are submitting your paper on www.turnitin.com.  You need to register for the class and assignment using the following:

   Period A1 Students:  class ID number:  11121107 
                                          password:  Plymouth
Also, print out a paper copy and bring it with you to class on Wednesday 12/2/15  (you can print it in my room before school if needed)
